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CIRCLES SOUTH EAST

(Formerly HTV Circles)

Circles South East recruits, trains and supervises volunteers to work with sexual offenders in the community, either in a group working with other volunteers as a “Circle”, on a one-to-one basis as a mentor, or as a counsellor working with offenders and/or survivors of sexual abuse (you need an appropriate counselling qualification in order to undertake this role). Our aim is to support offenders while at the same time helping them to avoid any further offending. We have a very good success rate in reducing re-offending and the method is being developed around the whole country now.

If you decide to apply to work with us, you will learn more about the different roles at our volunteer training event.

What we don’t do

We do not provide offenders with a “soft option”. Much of the task of volunteers is to challenge offenders in their thinking and behaviour, helping them to implement strategies to avoid re-offending.

We also do not put volunteers into situations that are potentially dangerous. We have robust health and safety policies and practices. All situations and environments are risk-assessed by our staff team, who have years of experience in this field.

What we offer

We offer a comprehensive free two day initial training programme (with accompanying manual and materials), which covers such topics as sexual offender typologies, treatment and effective methods of engagement. We also provide an annual supplementary training programme on diverse topics related to sexual offending.

We can offer what must be considered a unique volunteering opportunity, both challenging and rewarding, serving both the needs of the offender, and community safety. Volunteers with relevant experience may wish to be considered for our counselling and mentoring schemes. Similarly volunteers can help us with presentation and media work. 

We also pay expenses that may be incurred through training and volunteering with

us.

What we need
We are looking for empathic individuals from all walks of life, who have an interest in community safety, and who themselves have a firm set of personal boundaries. For insurance reasons, we are not able to offer voluntary work to people under 21.

We do offer volunteering opportunities for people with certain criminal convictions. However, if you have been convicted of any offence within the last 5 years please contact a member of Circles staff before completing your application form in order to discuss the circumstances of your conviction(s).

Volunteers need to be able to commit to being available for meetings with the offender for at least a year. Meetings are weekly (lasting about and hour and a half) at the start of the Circle, though they occur less frequently as time goes on. We can accommodate holidays and understand that volunteers may have to move or stop working with us for personal reasons. However, lengthy breaks (for example student holidays) where people are not available can be very disruptive to the Circle. Please consider this point carefully when making your decision.

------------------------------

Thank you for taking the time to read this. If you would like to speak to a member of the team about volunteering with Circles, please ring us on the number below.

Circles South East

PO Box 240

Didcot

Oxon

OX11 1AT

01235 816050

