“Breaking the Cycle”

HTVC’s Partners’ Programme

A Programme for the partners of men who have sexually offended against children.
This resource is aimed specifically to reduce the risk to children in situations where a parent has decided to remain with a convicted sexual offender, or someone whose behaviour had given rise to concerns about children’s safety.  Although there are numerous protection courses organised by Social Services targeting the children in such cases, there is very little provision directed at partners.

The programme will inform participants on the professional understanding of child sexual abuse, to empower participants with knowledge that will ensure protection of children in the family, alongside support to decrease the isolation of the individual, in turn facilitating support networks which will strengthen the individual’s ability to protect.

The Programme was commissioned by Circles South East, and was written by Chris Wilson. 

Our programme provides a holistic approach to this area.  The programme offers:

· Initial assessment of the offenders partner and the family dynamics 

· Psychological assessment if appropriate 

· A 20 hour programme for partners of sexual offenders that will inform, empower and ultimately support the family on education about sexual crime, victim awareness and to learn ways of supporting sexual offenders to remain offence free in the future 

· Professional counselling if appropriate 

· Post programme report providing clear assessment of any area of needs and ongoing support and how those needs might be met. 

· The programme can provide ongoing support post assessment by agreement through the use of trained mentors 

Groups run throughout the Thames Valley and Hampshire and are run by experienced facilitators.  The groups can be run in the evening or as a daytime course.
A Programme based on 3 Key Principles

Inform – To share with group members information relating to professional understanding of sexual abuse and to help then to begin to relate information to their own particular circumstances
Empower – To facilitate group members’ ability to contextualise their partners offending behaviour thereby ensuring that any future decisions they make relating to their relationship and/or their children’s relationship with the offender is an informed decision.
Support – Through group process to decrease the isolation felt by individual group members and to facilitate support networks in order to strengthen the individual’s ability to protect.
A Twenty Hour Programme to Complement & Enhance

· The Child Protection Process
· Child Protection Assessment
· Community Sex Offender Treatment
· Offender Relapse Prevention Plans
· Circle of Support and Accountability
· Circle’s widening its role into family support

The Programme

· Introduction
· Defining the Problem
· How could he do this?
· How did he do this?
· Victim Awareness
· The Good Lives Model – Better Lives
· Bringing it all together
· Self and Group Assessment

This 20 hour programme will allow group facilitators to assess record and report to both Court and Child Protection Conference standard.  The assessment, resulting from attendance on the programme, will result in a recommendation based on 3 specific premises:

· The group member is capable of ensuring that her children are adequately protected in the future

· The group member is capable of protecting her children if support is provided.  

· The group member is unable to protect her children and therefore appropriate and relevant action should be initiated.
If support is recommended HTVC can provide trained and supervised volunteers to act as family support whilst monitoring any further child protection issues.  This is a unique support service that is not available with other programmes.
The Team

Becky Saunders – Chief Executive HTVC
Bth, Msc Assessment and Treatment of Sexual Offenders
Becky has specialised for the past ten years in the assessment and treatment of men and women who have committed sexual offences.  She has a background in housing and resettlement and has been supporting offenders returning to the community for 13 years.  Becky joined Circles in 2002 at the commencement of the pilot projects.  Together with Chris Wilson she was instrumental in the development of the British model of Circles.  In April 2008 Becky moved into the role of Chief Executive having launched the project as an independent charity.

Chris Wilson qualified as a Social worker in 1983. He joined the Probation Service in 1992 working in the field of sexual aggression at the Thames Valley Sex Offender Project until his appointment in 2002 as Project Manager for Hampshire and Thames Valley Circles of Support and Accountability,

Chris developed the original Thames Valley Non-Offending Partners programme and was co-author of the Home Office accredited Thames Valley Sex Offender Group-Work Programme (TVSOGP) Non – Offending Partners Programme.

Appointed in 2002 as Project Manager for Hampshire and Thames Valley Circles of Support and Accountability, he was instrumental in the adaptation of the Canadian Circles model to a British context. The success of HTV Circles and the proliferation of Circles in England and Wales have led to his role as National Development Manager for Circles UK, an organisation created to ensure that further Circles development is rooted in best practice as developed by Hampshire and Thames Valley Circles of Support and Accountability. 

Chris is now widely published and is the author of ‘Breaking the Cycle’, a new and exciting development of Partner work specifically for Circles of Support and Accountability.
Dom Williams – Senior Coordinator Circles South East/HTVC
CQSW

Dom is a qualified probation officer and has specialised in groupwork for the last ten years.  He has a background in assessment and treatment of men who commit sexually abusing behaviour and is an accredited group facilitator.  He also completed the accredited TVSOGP Partners Programme training process.

Dom joined Circles in June 2005 being responsible for the training and support of Circle volunteers.  He also undertakes offender assessments.  More recently Dom has taken on overall management of Circles operations and our counselling services.
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